
Example
Question #1.7 In 1704, the Hospice at San Michele was built. What was its purpose and what populations did it house. 
 The San Michele Hospice was a Roman juvenile correctional institution, initiated by Monsignor Odescalchi, nephew of Pope Innocent XII and built by Carlo Fontana. The prison was attached to an already-existing hospice, and eventually the whole structure was used as a prison/detention center (Viaggiare Web). It is still in existence today, used as recently as 1972 (Siegel & Bartollas, 2010) (Viaggiare Web).
  This was the earliest known record of confinement within cells for prisoners, and also the “first correctional establishment for juveniles…ever seen,” (Roth, 2006). This facility was three stories high, and contained 30 cells, each equipped with a mattress, toilet, window and door that led out onto the balcony of the second or top floor. 
 The ground floor had desks for the young male prisoners to be chained to, where they’d work and manufacture products for the Vatican State. Meal time, punishments, and prayers were also conducted on the ground level (Roth, 2006). Punishments were usually in the form of whippings and it was a requirement that the prisoners remain silent at all times, with the exception of prayer time (Lightstone Software LLC). “What was different about this facility was the notion that labor could be a positive technique to reform the offender…prisoners slept in single cells and worked in a large central hall with the rule of strict silence, a model…that was also used in the American colonies…enforced by flagging violators,” (Siegel & Bartollas, 2010).
 The hospice was managed by one hundred priests, and is now referred to as the Hospice of 100 Priests, or Ospizio dei Cento Preti (Rometour.org). All of the sources that I referenced mentioned that the methods and housing conditions practiced in this correctional center were later adopted by other institutions and had a big impact on penal reform. The sanitary and hygienic methods had not previously been taken into consideration as far as correctional institutions were concerned. I found it very shocking that it is still in use today, more than two hundred years later, and is also a tourist attraction in Rome. 
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